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tide, Tartas set out in the vague hope of reaching Australia,
The prevailing north-easterly wind carried the escapees on to
the Great Barrier reef, where they nearly lost their boat—
and lost their few remaining provisions and water supply.
After landing at the then uninhabited Pentecost Island,
they drifted on to Whitsunday Island where they were
looked after by the natives. Tartas dwells longingly on the
excellence of the mea"* of dugong produced by the natives
when they first landed at Whitsunday. Then one day they
arranged with the captain of a trading lugger to take them
across to Australia.
The captain, however, "double-crossed' them, and as soon
as he arrived at the Australian coast, sent for the police,
who promptly arrested the escapees, and, oil the demand of
the New Caledonian authorities, returned them to serve an
extra term of sentence in the prison colony. Tartas, however,
was nothing if not persistent, and some years later he and
some of his prison mates in a self-built boat set out for New
Guinea, where they stayed for some time, prospected for and
found gold, but after journeying to Australia to dispose of
his New Guinea gold, Tartas was once more returned to
New Caledonia,
All of those 'bagnards' have interesting tales to tell of
the native revolts, for they were much in demand to help
in their suppression, their diligence in shooting natives being
rewarded by an appropriate remission of sentence. Much of
the colourful history of the colony could be had by searching
the memories of these forlorn figures, who contributed so
much to the early development ot the colony.
Of a very different calibre to the other habitues of the
Place des Cocotiers is brown-moustached M. Georges
Baudoux. M. Boudoux was one of the pioneers of the
mining industry in the colony, and owned what was once
the largest cobalt mine in the world. More important for
posterity, he took wide and sympathetic interest in the
natives, studied their habits and dialects, lived and worked
with them, gaining their confidence and absorbing their
folk-lore. In his book Legendes Canaques (Kanaka

